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Securing	
  the	
  Future	
  –	
  Is	
  UNESCO	
  the	
  
Answer?	
  

	
  



Why	
  this	
  
proposal?	
  
	
  

•  Marina	
  proposal	
  is	
  s0ll	
  a	
  
threat,	
  we	
  need	
  a	
  posi0ve	
  	
  
alterna0ve;	
  

•  Green	
  Party’s	
  research	
  on	
  
UNESCO	
  exposed	
  the	
  rich	
  
historical	
  record	
  of	
  
Has0ngs	
  and	
  local	
  exper0se	
  
and	
  enthusiasm	
  to	
  
conserve;	
  

•  Informal	
  discussion	
  
suggests	
  interest	
  in	
  the	
  
UNESCO	
  proposi0on	
  

	
  
	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Schematic drawing of the 
harbour development plan



What	
  are	
  we	
  
proposing?	
  	
  

•  A	
  mul0-­‐specialist	
  group	
  is	
  set	
  
up	
  to	
  research	
  and	
  campaign	
  
on	
  Has0ngs;	
  

•  The	
  group	
  is	
  a	
  focal	
  point	
  for	
  
HBC	
  consulta0on	
  on	
  broad	
  
heritage	
  topics;	
  	
  

•  The	
  group	
  considers	
  the	
  
UNESCO	
  proposi0on	
  and	
  
remains	
  ac0ve	
  to	
  campaign	
  
on	
  other	
  broad	
  topics	
  –	
  e.g.	
  
marina	
  development;	
  HBC	
  
posi0on	
  on	
  heritage	
  strategy	
  
for	
  the	
  borough.	
  

	
  	
  



What	
  has	
  emerged	
  
from	
  our	
  World	
  
Heritage	
  research?	
  

•  A	
  World	
  Heritage	
  bid	
  is	
  a	
  
realis0c	
  but	
  complicated	
  
proposi0on;	
  

•  Costly	
  in	
  0me,	
  effort,	
  and	
  
eventually	
  money;	
  

•  Concerted	
  effort	
  from	
  
interest	
  groups,	
  HBC,	
  
English	
  Heritage;	
  

•  Would	
  bring	
  enormous	
  and	
  
diverse	
  benefit	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

European UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites





A	
  Realis0c	
  
Proposi0on?	
  




•  A	
  bid	
  for	
  UNESCO	
  World	
  
Heritage	
  Status	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  
a	
  Jus0fica0on	
  of	
  Universal	
  
Outstanding	
  Value;	
  

•  The	
  protec0on	
  of	
  World	
  
Heritage	
  sites	
  is	
  so	
  
important	
  that	
  it	
  becomes	
  
the	
  responsibility	
  of	
  the	
  
state	
  and	
  the	
  interna0onal	
  
community;	
  	
  

•  Is	
  Has0ngs	
  up	
  to	
  this?	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

i.e. Can Hastings match Bath
  or St. Kilda?





Has0ngs	
  …	
  what	
  has	
  it	
  got?	
  	
  
The	
  splendour	
  of	
  James	
  and	
  	
  Decimus	
  Burton	
  



Has0ngs	
  …	
  what	
  has	
  it	
  got?	
  	
  
A	
  medieval	
  township	
  …





Has0ngs	
  …	
  what	
  has	
  it	
  got?	
  	
  
Extraordinary	
  cliffs	
  and	
  country	
  park	
  



Has0ngs	
  …	
  what	
  has	
  it	
  got?	
  	
  
a	
  vibrant	
  tradi0onal	
  	
  fishing	
  industry	
  	
  



Has0ngs	
  …	
  what	
  has	
  it	
  got?	
  	
  
archaeology	
  	
  



Has0ngs	
  …	
  what	
  has	
  it	
  got?	
  	
  
Quirkiness	
  in	
  abundance	
  





“World	
  Heritage	
  is	
  our	
  legacy	
  from	
  the	
  
past,	
  what	
  we	
  live	
  with	
  today,	
  and	
  what	
  
we	
  pass	
  on	
  to	
  future	
  genera0ons.	
  Our	
  
cultural	
  and	
  natural	
  heritage	
  are	
  both	
  
irreplaceable	
  sources	
  of	
  life	
  and	
  
inspira0on.”	
  



https://whc.unesco.org/en/about/





Chatham	
  Dockyard	
  	
  
on	
  the	
  tenta0ve	
  list	
  since	
  
2012	
  



•  Lessons	
  from	
  Chatham	
  
Dockyard’s	
  experience	
  

•  Tremendously	
  valuable	
  
•  Time	
  consuming	
  process	
  
•  Stringent	
  and	
  robust	
  	
  
•  Welcomed	
  by	
  funders	
  	
  
•  Unifying	
  



How	
  costly?	
  
 

•  Considerable	
  concerted	
  
voluntary	
  effort,	
  ini0ally;	
  

•  Buy	
  in	
  by	
  council	
  and	
  
English	
  Heritage’	
  

•  Professional	
  input	
  –	
  
planning,	
  surveys	
  etc	
  

•  Overall	
  cost	
  approaching	
  
£500,000	
  



What	
  benefits?	
  
	
  

	
  	
  
•  Consolidated	
  approach	
  to	
  
heritage	
  -­‐	
  campaigning;	
  

•  An	
  agreed	
  heritage	
  strategy	
  
for	
  Has0ngs,	
  with	
  civic	
  
society	
  in	
  equal	
  partnership	
  
with	
  HBC;	
  

•  Community	
  involvement	
  in	
  
heritage;	
  

•  Adop0on	
  of	
  a	
  UNESCO	
  
‘Historic	
  Urban	
  Landscape’	
  
approach	
  to	
  management;	
  

•  Significant	
  funding	
  
opportuni0es	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  



Way	
  forward	
  -­‐	
  
discussion?	
  
	
  

	
  
•  Forma0on	
  of	
  a	
  mul0-­‐
interest	
  group	
  for	
  planning;	
  

•  Appraisal	
  of	
  Has0ngs	
  
heritage	
  assets;	
  

•  Research	
  on	
  feasibility;	
  
•  Concept	
  paper	
  to	
  HBC	
  



•  A	
  drac	
  statement	
  of	
  OUV	
  is	
  drawn	
  up	
  
that	
  includes	
  

	
  	
  
•  A	
  brief	
  synthesis	
  of	
  the	
  site’s	
  nature	
  and	
  
quali0es.	
  

•  Jus0fica0on	
  of	
  the	
  criteria	
  used	
  to	
  assess	
  
OUV.	
  	
  

•  Integrity	
  and	
  (for	
  cultural	
  sites)	
  
authen0city,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  	
  

•  arrangements	
  for	
  the	
  protec0on	
  and	
  
management	
  of	
  the	
  site.	
  



A	
  sample	
  descrip$on	
  of	
  a	
  
UNESCO	
  site	
  

Lisbon	
  
The	
  city	
  of	
  Oporto,	
  built	
  along	
  the	
  
hillsides	
  overlooking	
  the	
  mouth	
  of	
  the	
  
Douro	
  river,	
  is	
  an	
  outstanding	
  urban	
  
landscape	
  with	
  a	
  2,000-­‐year	
  history.	
  Its	
  
con0nuous	
  growth,	
  linked	
  to	
  the	
  sea	
  
(the	
  Romans	
  gave	
  it	
  the	
  name	
  Portus,	
  
or	
  port),	
  can	
  be	
  seen	
  in	
  the	
  many	
  and	
  
varied	
  monuments,	
  from	
  the	
  cathedral	
  
with	
  its	
  Romanesque	
  choir,	
  to	
  the	
  
neoclassical	
  Stock	
  Exchange	
  and	
  the	
  
typically	
  Portuguese	
  Manueline-­‐style	
  
Church	
  of	
  Santa	
  Clara.	
  

	
  



Dorset	
  and	
  East	
  Devon	
  Coast	
  
The	
  cliff	
  exposures	
  along	
  the	
  Dorset	
  
and	
  East	
  Devon	
  coast	
  provide	
  an	
  
almost	
  con0nuous	
  sequence	
  of	
  rock	
  
forma0ons	
  spanning	
  the	
  Mesozoic	
  
Era,	
  or	
  some	
  185	
  million	
  years	
  of	
  the	
  
earth's	
  history.	
  The	
  area's	
  important	
  
fossil	
  sites	
  and	
  classic	
  coastal	
  
geomorphologic	
  features	
  have	
  
contributed	
  to	
  the	
  study	
  of	
  earth	
  
sciences	
  for	
  over	
  300	
  years.	
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Thank	
  you	
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