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Painting by kind permission of the North Family and photographed by Bob Billington

Hastings House by Marianne North ® :
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On the O1d London Road in Hastings stands a large, white house in which, in 1830, *
Marianne North was born into a comfortable existence. Self-educated, (she detested '
school), Marianne was intelligent and sensitive with a. lively sense of humour and
; a talent for singing. Her family, wealthy and well-connected, eschewed Victorian
conformities, all of which stood her in good stead and undoubtedly helped to 2
develop the remarkable person that she was to become.

She spent her winters at Hastings Lodge “a large house with lots of bells, servants
and visitors surrounded by gardens. There were three glass houses: one for orchids,
another for temperate plants, and another quite cool for vines and cuttings” where

i

Marianne and her father would “work like slaves”. Summers were spent in Rougham,
~ the family’s country home (where she owned a pet parrot called ’Twenty Pounds’),
; and travelling in Europe, North Africa and The Leva.nt. A s )

It was her passion, some would say obsession, shared with her father, for plants,
flowers, nature and travelling that secured her place in history, These along with
her magnificent paintings now housed in her gallery at The Bota.n_ic Gardens, Kew. ¢

From her first visit to Kew’s Temperate House in the 1850s, Marianne dreamed of
exploring the world to paint all things beautiful 'and exotic in nature. Frgm 1870
she followed that dréam, hunting out plants across the world bringing hundreds

of gloriously ri¢h oil paintings of flowers, trees and animals to an astonished 5 h
a_.iJ.dience in England. She also kept a journal, edited into the intensely personal, ) 4 ‘
'beautif}llly descriptive and ‘evocative ’Recollections pf a Happy Life’, "
that tell of her remarkable experiences.
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Photo credit: Marianne North™
by Unknown photographer, 1880s, !\lPG X128767
©National Portrait Gallery, London

; In 2018 the Exploring Marianne North Project worked with a group of 10 women in

Hastings to research and discover more about Marianne. Their research, deliciously
illustrated by her paintings, has been compiled into this booklet to give a taste of -
her experiences. We hope you enjoy ’Travelling with Marianne North’. ¥
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{ Marianne used whatever means availabie to her to track
3 : down the subjects she sought to paint across the globe.
Travelling was.often an adventure in itself!
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Ocean Liners: for example Cunard Line
and Royal Mail Steamers Line
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The dream begins in North America and Canada 1871 42[&%4« (/ ate envimous,
Set sail 13th July on the SS. Malta from Liverpool. the Lanks alove and oA e

* Arrived 22nd July, Boston, Massachusetts.
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Painting 187 Niagra Falls

Revisiting North America in 1875 and again
1881 to paint the great Redwoods.
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Yalrd Set sail 15th December,

Jamaica Steamer from New York.
Arrived «24th December, Kingston, Jamaica.
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Set sail 9th August 1872 on the
Neva Royal Mail ship from Southampton. and the WZ"M; Ly ﬂ,,,/@)

Arrived 28th August, Pernambuco, Brazil
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Painting 124 Leonotis Nepetaefolia |
and Doctor Hummingbird, Jamaica |

© The Royal Botanic Gardens
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At Clifton Lodge —— - -
Painting 825 View of Corcovado Mountain,

near Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
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Painting 179 View in the Fernwélk, Jamaica
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Set sail 16th October 1875 on the
Oceanic from San Francisco.
Arrived 7th November 1875,

Yokohama, Japan

© The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
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Set sail New Year’s Day 1875 from Madeira. j
Arrived 13th January, Santa Cruz.

Stayed a week at Mr. S’s home in Puerto di Orotava
enthralled by the garden’
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© The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
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Painting 527 Rose in Close-up

© The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
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Painting 652 Entrance to the Temp:

le at Kobe, Japan
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Painting 561 i
Nepenthes northiana. ¢
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=K S Painting 501 the limestone mountains,
) °E Northia seychellana / Sarawak, Borneo -
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Kniphofia northiae
A giant Kniphofia near
Grahamstwon, South Africa

- Painting 602
Crinum northianum:
A Bornean Crinum
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1871 Traveled from Toronto to Detroit
in a Pullman
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1871 Traveled from
San Francisco to Yokohama

Photo credit: Julia Margaret Cameron

Returned via Ceylon where her friend,

2 ‘ i SUPPER ‘ famous photographer Julia Margaret Cameron ;
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| Arrived 7 November 1875 Wine-menu,.including Chateau Lafitte and Champagne [
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Sir Charles Brooke (1829 -1917)
Second RaJah of Sa.rawa.k (1868-191’7)

no, Wellc

First visit in 1876

Travelled on a little steamer

to Singapore then on to Borneo
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" Second visit in 1880

Travelled from Singapore
on the Rajah’s gunboat,
the Alarm, to Sarawak.

Arrived 25th May.
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Painting 561 Pitcher Plant

4

|

L

W k?@wwm%mm

w/&ct&[m the mm,

( -




'

r _ : ® 7 .
: F72:] {1/1 | ‘ -
Y Set sail 10th September 1877 on thé Zagus from Southampton. : : ':' g; G
_Arrived 15th November 1877, Galle, Ceylon; then, after a few days ; .
- with friends, on to Tuticorin or Thoothukudi. &/ W Z 5801

“« ) ¢ Set sail 18th April 1880 on the Sindh from Marseilles
o Wd; k/ i 4 . with old friends via Sarawak, Singapore and Borneo.
1we town} w‘bté *" Arrived Brisbane 8th August 1880.
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Painting 292 Nassick, in the Bombay Presidency

Edward Lear’s letter of introduction to
. Dr Arthur Coke Burnell, an English scholar
of Sanskrit based in Madras:
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Painting 338 Mount Everest or Deodunga
from Sadukpho, North India

© The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

Pafnting 294 The Sacred Lotus of Puidma
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Dr Arthur Coke Burnell (1840-1882) : 5 Lost way white on WJ tound
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collection of Sanskrit manuscripts which

are now in the British Library. Burnell suntise, topouint the W
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Set sail August 1882, Grantully Castle, from
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ing 369 Strelitzia augusta
at St John’s Kaffraria, Seychelles

On the Ostrich Farm at Groote Port
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Painting 492 The Clove in fruit,
and view over Mahe, Seychelles

Painting 004 Puzzle Monkey Trees,
and Guanacos, Chili



Photo credit: The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

Photo credit: whatsthatpicture.com
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On 11th August 1879 Marianne wrote to Sir
Joseph Hooker, her friend and the Director
of Kew Botanic Gardens, offering to donate
her collected works to the gardens along
with a building suitable to house them.
Her donation was graciously accepted
although her request to have tea and
coffee served there was politely declined,

Marianne commissioned her friend,
architectural historian James Fergusson,
to design the building after the colonial

‘structures she had admired in India,

and when it was completed, she carefully
arranged all her paintings in a dense
mosaic on the walls, sorted according to
geographical location of subject.

Photo credit: The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

© The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

MISS NORTH'S PICTURE GALLERY AT KEW.

t‘r

WZMWWWWWMM”

This prolific and astounding celebration of
her life’s work opened on 7th June 1882 to
_great acclaim.

Following more travels an extension was
added in 1883 to house more paintings.
The gallery now houses 848 of her rich
and vibrant works. '

Marianne’s wry humour and determination
show amongst’ the floral displays around
the interior doors, designed and painted
by herself. Above two doors are delightful
illustrations of the tea and coffee plant,
so giving her the last, and enduring word
regarding tea and coffee at the gallery!
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Painting by Marianne, Alderley, Gloucestershire
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Painting 547 View of the River from
the Rajah’s Garden, Sarawak
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Exploring Marianne North project with Creative Force
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LOTTERY FUNDED (& N
Exploring Marianne North project CF works with local partners and
has been made possible with funding from the communities to develop programmes
Heritage Lottery Fund thanks to money raised that inspire and empoweér people, foster
by National Lottery players. community spirit and nurture change. <
_ hiforg.uk creativeforce.org.uk

Thank you to Christine Blakemore and the North Family for their invaluable support

Finally our thanks to the Board of Trustees of the RoyaI'Botanic Gardens, Kew.
For information about visiting the Marianne North Gallery at Kew Gardens, go to www.kew.org
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